
 

 

June 17, 2014 

 

The Honorable Susan Collins  

United States Senator  

413 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

Dear Senator Collins: 

 

The Food Marketing Institute (FMI), on behalf of the nation’s supermarkets and food wholesalers, wishes to 

express our industry’s strong support for your bi-partisan language that was approved by the Senate 

Appropriations Committee which requires the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) to conduct 

a study to assess the safety and benefits of its 34-hour restart provisions that went into effect in July of 2013.  

These important provisions are included in the FY 2015 Transportation/HUD Appropriations bill (S. 2438) which 

will soon be considered on the Senate floor. 

 

FMI believes such a study is warranted since FMCSA has yet to consider or analyze what impact its new 34-hour 

restart rule has on driver safety, fatigue, levels of alertness and especially the effect that the restart provisions are 

having on traffic congestion during peak driving times, such as the morning rush hour when children are on their 

way to school.   FMCSA’s restart rule has presented significant operational challenges to the supermarket industry 

as our members struggle to maintain acceptable levels of service and keep store shelves fully stocked for 

consumers while obeying municipal rules on delivery times in addition to these rules.  Clearly, the restart rule has 

hurt productivity in our industry resulting in increased transportation costs that are reflected in the prices that 

consumers pay for their groceries. 

 

Your bi-partisan language is sound and reasonable.  It simply provides a temporary stay of two provisions – the 

two consecutive overnight periods of off-duty from 1:00 am to 5:00 am and the use of the restart rule to only once 

every 168 hours which is once a week while FMCSA conducts its study.  During the temporary stay, the previous 

restart provisions would be in effect.  These rules were working extremely well with fatalities and injuries 

involving large commercial vehicles having declined by more than one-third over the past seven years.  

 

In closing, FMI strongly supports your provision calling for a study by FMCSA and urges its inclusion as the 

Senate debates and votes on the THUD funding bill (S. 2438). 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Jennifer Hatcher 

Senior Vice President 

Government and Public Affairs  


