
FMI RETAIL FOOD SAFETY FORUM  
IDEA EXCHANGE SESSION 

ROSEWOOD BALLROOM, NOVEMBER 5, 4:00 PM – 5:30 PM 
 

Table # 1 – TRAINING AND CERTIFICATION PROGRAMS 
 
SUGGESTED DISCUSSION FORMAT: 
 
To ensure a quality discussion takes place, here are some recommended actions for your table:   
 
• Ensure that your table includes a range of participants.  If your table includes more than one 

representative from a company or an uneven distribution of suppliers versus retailers, please 
try to “trade” individuals if there is more than one table discussing the same topic.  

• Briefly introduce yourselves to each other. 

• Please observe the “non-commercialization” policy and do not engage in any kind of product 
or services sales pitch. 

• Identify an individual to serve as the discussion facilitator. (If there is a pre-assigned 
facilitator for this table/topic, they will identify themselves.)  The facilitator’s role is to get 
the discussion going, keep it focused, and ensure that everyone at the table has an 
opportunity to comment.   

• Identify an individual who will be the official “scribe” and ask him/her to take notes during 
the conversation. Please submit the notes to one of the FMI staff.  

• The key to the Idea Exchange is that a number of issues are discussed and everyone has the 
opportunity to contribute.  

• Please wrap-up by 5:30 pm. and proceed to the Continental Ballroom on the Mezzanine level 
for the reception.   

Discussion Questions: 
 
1. What is important for retail training and certification programs? 
2. What factors do you consider when selecting training and certification programs?   
3. What are the challenges?   
4. What do we do well?   
5. What can we improve?   
6. With unlimited resources, what would you include in a retail training and certification 

program and why?  (might help to discuss training and certification separately) 
 

PLEASE ADHERE TO ANTITRUST GUIDELINES DURING YOUR DISCUSSION!!  
(see reverse for FMI Antitrust Statement) 



FMI ANTITRUST STATEMENT 

 
 
FMI believes strongly in competition.  Our antitrust laws are the rules under which our 
competitive system operates.  It is FMI’s policy to comply in all respects with the antitrust 
laws. 
 
Association meetings or workshops by their very nature bring competitors together. It is 
expected that all member representatives involved in FMI activities, as well as FMI 
consultants and other participants, will be sensitive to the legal issues and act in 
compliance with applicable antitrust and competition laws both at FMI meetings and 
FMI-sponsored events.   
 
Accordingly, it is necessary to avoid discussions of sensitive topics that can create 
antitrust concerns.  Agreements to fix prices, allocate markets, engage in product 
boycotts and to refuse to deal with third parties are illegal under the antitrust laws.  At 
any association meeting discussions of prices (including elements of prices such as 
allowances and credit terms), quality ratings of suppliers, and discussions that may cause 
a competitor to cease purchasing from a particular supplier, or selling to a particular 
customer, should be avoided.  Also, there should be no discussion that might be 
interpreted as a dividing up of territories. 
 
An antitrust violation does not require proof of a formal agreement.  A discussion of a 
sensitive topic, such as price, followed by action by those involved or present at the 
discussion is enough to show a price fixing conspiracy.  As a result, those attending an 
association-sponsored meeting should remember the importance of avoiding not only 
unlawful activities, but even the appearance of unlawful activity. 
 
As a practical matter violations of these rules can have serious consequences for a 
company and its employees.  Antitrust investigations and litigation are lengthy, complex 
and disruptive.  The Sherman Act is a criminal statute, and may even result in penalties 
punishable by steep fines and imprisonment.  The Justice Department, state attorneys 
general and any person or company injured by a violation of the antitrust laws may bring 
an action for three times the amount of the damages, plus attorney’s fees. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns at this meeting, please bring them to the attention 
of FMI staff. 



FMI RETAIL FOOD SAFETY FORUM  
IDEA EXCHANGE SESSION 

ROSEWOOD BALLROOM, NOVEMBER 5, 4:00 PM – 5:30 PM 
 

Table # 2 – FSMA IMPLEMENTATION AND COMPLIANCE 
 
SUGGESTED DISCUSSION FORMAT: 
 
To ensure a quality discussion takes place, here are some recommended actions for your table:   
 
• Ensure that your table includes a range of participants.  If your table includes more than one 

representative from a company or an uneven distribution of suppliers versus retailers, please 
try to “trade” individuals if there is more than one table discussing the same topic.  

• Briefly introduce yourselves to each other. 

• Please observe the “non-commercialization” policy and do not engage in any kind of product 
or services sales pitch. 

• Identify an individual to serve as the discussion facilitator. (If there is a pre-assigned 
facilitator for this table/topic, they will identify themselves.)  The facilitator’s role is to get 
the discussion going, keep it focused, and ensure that everyone at the table has an 
opportunity to comment.   

• Identify an individual who will be the official “scribe” and ask him/her to take notes during 
the conversation. Please submit the notes to one of the FMI staff.  

• The key to the Idea Exchange is that a number of issues are discussed and everyone has the 
opportunity to contribute.  

• Please wrap-up by 5:30 pm. and proceed to the Continental Ballroom on the Mezzanine level 
for the reception.   

Discussion Questions: 
 

1. What are the FSMA issues that are important to retailers? 
2. What are the FSMA issues that are important to suppliers?   
3. What do you need from FMI and NGA to help with FSMA implementation and 

compliance? 
4. Are you aware of the provisions that impact warehouses and distribution centers?  
5. Are you aware that FMI has already developed resources to help members meet the 

requirements?   
6. What concerns to you have about FSMA or other government regulations?   

 
PLEASE ADHERE TO ANTITRUST GUIDELINES DURING YOUR DISCUSSION!!  

(see reverse for FMI Antitrust Statement) 



FMI ANTITRUST STATEMENT 

 
 
FMI believes strongly in competition.  Our antitrust laws are the rules under which our 
competitive system operates.  It is FMI’s policy to comply in all respects with the antitrust 
laws. 
 
Association meetings or workshops by their very nature bring competitors together. It is 
expected that all member representatives involved in FMI activities, as well as FMI 
consultants and other participants, will be sensitive to the legal issues and act in 
compliance with applicable antitrust and competition laws both at FMI meetings and 
FMI-sponsored events.   
 
Accordingly, it is necessary to avoid discussions of sensitive topics that can create 
antitrust concerns.  Agreements to fix prices, allocate markets, engage in product 
boycotts and to refuse to deal with third parties are illegal under the antitrust laws.  At 
any association meeting discussions of prices (including elements of prices such as 
allowances and credit terms), quality ratings of suppliers, and discussions that may cause 
a competitor to cease purchasing from a particular supplier, or selling to a particular 
customer, should be avoided.  Also, there should be no discussion that might be 
interpreted as a dividing up of territories. 
 
An antitrust violation does not require proof of a formal agreement.  A discussion of a 
sensitive topic, such as price, followed by action by those involved or present at the 
discussion is enough to show a price fixing conspiracy.  As a result, those attending an 
association-sponsored meeting should remember the importance of avoiding not only 
unlawful activities, but even the appearance of unlawful activity. 
 
As a practical matter violations of these rules can have serious consequences for a 
company and its employees.  Antitrust investigations and litigation are lengthy, complex 
and disruptive.  The Sherman Act is a criminal statute, and may even result in penalties 
punishable by steep fines and imprisonment.  The Justice Department, state attorneys 
general and any person or company injured by a violation of the antitrust laws may bring 
an action for three times the amount of the damages, plus attorney’s fees. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns at this meeting, please bring them to the attention 
of FMI staff. 



FMI RETAIL FOOD SAFETY FORUM  
IDEA EXCHANGE SESSION 

ROSEWOOD BALLROOM, NOVEMBER 5, 4:00 PM – 5:30 PM 
 

Table # 3 – TRACEABILITY 
 
 
SUGGESTED DISCUSSION FORMAT: 
 
To ensure a quality discussion takes place, here are some recommended actions for your table:   
 
• Ensure that your table includes a range of participants.  If your table includes more than one 

representative from a company or an uneven distribution of suppliers versus retailers, please 
try to “trade” individuals if there is more than one table discussing the same topic.  

• Briefly introduce yourselves to each other. 

• Please observe the “non-commercialization” policy and do not engage in any kind of product 
or services sales pitch. 

• Identify an individual to serve as the discussion facilitator. (If there is a pre-assigned 
facilitator for this table/topic, they will identify themselves.)  The facilitator’s role is to get 
the discussion going, keep it focused, and ensure that everyone at the table has an 
opportunity to comment.   

• Identify an individual who will be the official “scribe” and ask him/her to take notes during 
the conversation. Please submit the notes to one of the FMI staff.  

• The key to the Idea Exchange is that a number of issues are discussed and everyone has the 
opportunity to contribute.  

• Please wrap-up by 5:30 pm. and proceed to the Continental Ballroom on the Mezzanine level 
for the reception.   

Discussion Questions: 
 
1. What is traceability important?   
2. What concerns do you have regarding traceability? 
3. Are you using (or considering) any product tracing systems now?  
4. What factors are you considering when selecting systems or programs?   
5. What are the challenges?   
6. With unlimited resources, what would you include in a product tracing system and why?   

 
 

PLEASE ADHERE TO ANTITRUST GUIDELINES DURING YOUR DISCUSSION!!  
(see reverse for FMI Antitrust Statement) 



FMI ANTITRUST STATEMENT 

 
 
FMI believes strongly in competition.  Our antitrust laws are the rules under which our 
competitive system operates.  It is FMI’s policy to comply in all respects with the antitrust 
laws. 
 
Association meetings or workshops by their very nature bring competitors together. It is 
expected that all member representatives involved in FMI activities, as well as FMI 
consultants and other participants, will be sensitive to the legal issues and act in 
compliance with applicable antitrust and competition laws both at FMI meetings and 
FMI-sponsored events.   
 
Accordingly, it is necessary to avoid discussions of sensitive topics that can create 
antitrust concerns.  Agreements to fix prices, allocate markets, engage in product 
boycotts and to refuse to deal with third parties are illegal under the antitrust laws.  At 
any association meeting discussions of prices (including elements of prices such as 
allowances and credit terms), quality ratings of suppliers, and discussions that may cause 
a competitor to cease purchasing from a particular supplier, or selling to a particular 
customer, should be avoided.  Also, there should be no discussion that might be 
interpreted as a dividing up of territories. 
 
An antitrust violation does not require proof of a formal agreement.  A discussion of a 
sensitive topic, such as price, followed by action by those involved or present at the 
discussion is enough to show a price fixing conspiracy.  As a result, those attending an 
association-sponsored meeting should remember the importance of avoiding not only 
unlawful activities, but even the appearance of unlawful activity. 
 
As a practical matter violations of these rules can have serious consequences for a 
company and its employees.  Antitrust investigations and litigation are lengthy, complex 
and disruptive.  The Sherman Act is a criminal statute, and may even result in penalties 
punishable by steep fines and imprisonment.  The Justice Department, state attorneys 
general and any person or company injured by a violation of the antitrust laws may bring 
an action for three times the amount of the damages, plus attorney’s fees. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns at this meeting, please bring them to the attention 
of FMI staff. 



FMI RETAIL FOOD SAFETY FORUM  
IDEA EXCHANGE SESSION 

ROSEWOOD BALLROOM, NOVEMBER 5, 4:00 PM – 5:30 PM 
 

Table # 4 – RECALLS 
 
 
SUGGESTED DISCUSSION FORMAT: 
 
To ensure a quality discussion takes place, here are some recommended actions for your table:   
 
• Ensure that your table includes a range of participants.  If your table includes more than one 

representative from a company or an uneven distribution of suppliers versus retailers, please 
try to “trade” individuals if there is more than one table discussing the same topic.  

• Briefly introduce yourselves to each other. 

• Please observe the “non-commercialization” policy and do not engage in any kind of product 
or services sales pitch. 

• Identify an individual to serve as the discussion facilitator. (If there is a pre-assigned 
facilitator for this table/topic, they will identify themselves.)  The facilitator’s role is to get 
the discussion going, keep it focused, and ensure that everyone at the table has an 
opportunity to comment.   

• Identify an individual who will be the official “scribe” and ask him/her to take notes during 
the conversation. Please submit the notes to one of the FMI staff.  

• The key to the Idea Exchange is that a number of issues are discussed and everyone has the 
opportunity to contribute.  

• Please wrap-up by 5:30 pm. and proceed to the Continental Ballroom on the Mezzanine level 
for the reception.   

Discussion Questions: 
 

1. What are the challenges facing retailers regarding recalls?   
2. What do we do well?   
3. What can we improve?   
4. Is product disposal an issue?  
5. In thinking about communication with suppliers, what needs to be improved?   
6. In thinking about communication with customers, what needs to be improved?   
7. With unlimited resources, how would you fix the challenges retailers have with recalls?   

 
PLEASE ADHERE TO ANTITRUST GUIDELINES DURING YOUR DISCUSSION!!  

(see reverse for FMI Antitrust Statement) 



FMI ANTITRUST STATEMENT 

 
 
FMI believes strongly in competition.  Our antitrust laws are the rules under which our 
competitive system operates.  It is FMI’s policy to comply in all respects with the antitrust 
laws. 
 
Association meetings or workshops by their very nature bring competitors together. It is 
expected that all member representatives involved in FMI activities, as well as FMI 
consultants and other participants, will be sensitive to the legal issues and act in 
compliance with applicable antitrust and competition laws both at FMI meetings and 
FMI-sponsored events.   
 
Accordingly, it is necessary to avoid discussions of sensitive topics that can create 
antitrust concerns.  Agreements to fix prices, allocate markets, engage in product 
boycotts and to refuse to deal with third parties are illegal under the antitrust laws.  At 
any association meeting discussions of prices (including elements of prices such as 
allowances and credit terms), quality ratings of suppliers, and discussions that may cause 
a competitor to cease purchasing from a particular supplier, or selling to a particular 
customer, should be avoided.  Also, there should be no discussion that might be 
interpreted as a dividing up of territories. 
 
An antitrust violation does not require proof of a formal agreement.  A discussion of a 
sensitive topic, such as price, followed by action by those involved or present at the 
discussion is enough to show a price fixing conspiracy.  As a result, those attending an 
association-sponsored meeting should remember the importance of avoiding not only 
unlawful activities, but even the appearance of unlawful activity. 
 
As a practical matter violations of these rules can have serious consequences for a 
company and its employees.  Antitrust investigations and litigation are lengthy, complex 
and disruptive.  The Sherman Act is a criminal statute, and may even result in penalties 
punishable by steep fines and imprisonment.  The Justice Department, state attorneys 
general and any person or company injured by a violation of the antitrust laws may bring 
an action for three times the amount of the damages, plus attorney’s fees. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns at this meeting, please bring them to the attention 
of FMI staff. 
 
 
 
 

 



FMI RETAIL FOOD SAFETY FORUM  
IDEA EXCHANGE SESSION 

ROSEWOOD BALLROOM, NOVEMBER 5, 4:00 PM – 5:30 PM 
 

Table # 5 – IMPORT SAFETY 
 

SUGGESTED DISCUSSION FORMAT: 
 
To ensure a quality discussion takes place, here are some recommended actions for your table:   
 
• Ensure that your table includes a range of participants.  If your table includes more than one 

representative from a company or an uneven distribution of suppliers versus retailers, please 
try to “trade” individuals if there is more than one table discussing the same topic.  

• Briefly introduce yourselves to each other. 

• Please observe the “non-commercialization” policy and do not engage in any kind of product 
or services sales pitch. 

• Identify an individual to serve as the discussion facilitator. (If there is a pre-assigned 
facilitator for this table/topic, they will identify themselves.)  The facilitator’s role is to get 
the discussion going, keep it focused, and ensure that everyone at the table has an 
opportunity to comment.   

• Identify an individual who will be the official “scribe” and ask him/her to take notes during 
the conversation. Please submit the notes to one of the FMI staff.  

• The key to the Idea Exchange is that a number of issues are discussed and everyone has the 
opportunity to contribute.  

• Please wrap-up by 5:30 pm. and proceed to the Continental Ballroom on the Mezzanine level 
for the reception.   

Discussion Questions: 
 
1. What are the challenges with imports?   
2. What programs do you have in place to monitor the safety of the imported products that you 

carry?   
3. What are your thoughts about the FSMA Foreign Supplier Verification Program and the 

proposed rule that we are waiting to be published?  Will it help? 
4. What do we do well regarding imports as a retail industry?   
5. What can we improve regarding imports as a retail industry?   
6. With unlimited resources, what would you do to improve import safety for retailers and 

why?   
 

PLEASE ADHERE TO ANTITRUST GUIDELINES DURING YOUR DISCUSSION!!  
(see reverse for FMI Antitrust Statement) 



FMI ANTITRUST STATEMENT 

 
 
FMI believes strongly in competition.  Our antitrust laws are the rules under which our 
competitive system operates.  It is FMI’s policy to comply in all respects with the antitrust 
laws. 
 
Association meetings or workshops by their very nature bring competitors together. It is 
expected that all member representatives involved in FMI activities, as well as FMI 
consultants and other participants, will be sensitive to the legal issues and act in 
compliance with applicable antitrust and competition laws both at FMI meetings and 
FMI-sponsored events.   
 
Accordingly, it is necessary to avoid discussions of sensitive topics that can create 
antitrust concerns.  Agreements to fix prices, allocate markets, engage in product 
boycotts and to refuse to deal with third parties are illegal under the antitrust laws.  At 
any association meeting discussions of prices (including elements of prices such as 
allowances and credit terms), quality ratings of suppliers, and discussions that may cause 
a competitor to cease purchasing from a particular supplier, or selling to a particular 
customer, should be avoided.  Also, there should be no discussion that might be 
interpreted as a dividing up of territories. 
 
An antitrust violation does not require proof of a formal agreement.  A discussion of a 
sensitive topic, such as price, followed by action by those involved or present at the 
discussion is enough to show a price fixing conspiracy.  As a result, those attending an 
association-sponsored meeting should remember the importance of avoiding not only 
unlawful activities, but even the appearance of unlawful activity. 
 
As a practical matter violations of these rules can have serious consequences for a 
company and its employees.  Antitrust investigations and litigation are lengthy, complex 
and disruptive.  The Sherman Act is a criminal statute, and may even result in penalties 
punishable by steep fines and imprisonment.  The Justice Department, state attorneys 
general and any person or company injured by a violation of the antitrust laws may bring 
an action for three times the amount of the damages, plus attorney’s fees. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns at this meeting, please bring them to the attention 
of FMI staff. 
 
 

 
 

 



FMI RETAIL FOOD SAFETY FORUM  
IDEA EXCHANGE SESSION 

ROSEWOOD BALLROOM, NOVEMBER 5, 4:00 PM – 5:30 PM 
 

Table # 6 – CLEANING AND SANITATION PROGRAMS 
 
SUGGESTED DISCUSSION FORMAT: 
 
To ensure a quality discussion takes place, here are some recommended actions for your table:   
 
• Ensure that your table includes a range of participants.  If your table includes more than one 

representative from a company or an uneven distribution of suppliers versus retailers, please 
try to “trade” individuals if there is more than one table discussing the same topic.  

• Briefly introduce yourselves to each other. 

• Please observe the “non-commercialization” policy and do not engage in any kind of product 
or services sales pitch. 

• Identify an individual to serve as the discussion facilitator. (If there is a pre-assigned 
facilitator for this table/topic, they will identify themselves.)  The facilitator’s role is to get 
the discussion going, keep it focused, and ensure that everyone at the table has an 
opportunity to comment.   

• Identify an individual who will be the official “scribe” and ask him/her to take notes during 
the conversation. Please submit the notes to one of the FMI staff.  

• The key to the Idea Exchange is that a number of issues are discussed and everyone has the 
opportunity to contribute.  

• Please wrap-up by 5:30 pm. and proceed to the Continental Ballroom on the Mezzanine level 
for the reception.   

Discussion Questions: 
 
1. What is important for retail cleaning and sanitation programs? 
2. What are the challenges?   
3. What do we do well?   
4. What can we improve?   
5. With unlimited resources, what would you include in a retail cleaning and sanitation program 

and why?   
 

PLEASE ADHERE TO ANTITRUST GUIDELINES DURING YOUR DISCUSSION!!  
(see reverse for FMI Antitrust Statement) 



FMI ANTITRUST STATEMENT 

 
FMI believes strongly in competition.  Our antitrust laws are the rules under which our 
competitive system operates.  It is FMI’s policy to comply in all respects with the antitrust 
laws. 
 
Association meetings or workshops by their very nature bring competitors together. It is 
expected that all member representatives involved in FMI activities, as well as FMI 
consultants and other participants, will be sensitive to the legal issues and act in 
compliance with applicable antitrust and competition laws both at FMI meetings and 
FMI-sponsored events.   
 
Accordingly, it is necessary to avoid discussions of sensitive topics that can create 
antitrust concerns.  Agreements to fix prices, allocate markets, engage in product 
boycotts and to refuse to deal with third parties are illegal under the antitrust laws.  At 
any association meeting discussions of prices (including elements of prices such as 
allowances and credit terms), quality ratings of suppliers, and discussions that may cause 
a competitor to cease purchasing from a particular supplier, or selling to a particular 
customer, should be avoided.  Also, there should be no discussion that might be 
interpreted as a dividing up of territories. 
 
An antitrust violation does not require proof of a formal agreement.  A discussion of a 
sensitive topic, such as price, followed by action by those involved or present at the 
discussion is enough to show a price fixing conspiracy.  As a result, those attending an 
association-sponsored meeting should remember the importance of avoiding not only 
unlawful activities, but even the appearance of unlawful activity. 
 
As a practical matter violations of these rules can have serious consequences for a 
company and its employees.  Antitrust investigations and litigation are lengthy, complex 
and disruptive.  The Sherman Act is a criminal statute, and may even result in penalties 
punishable by steep fines and imprisonment.  The Justice Department, state attorneys 
general and any person or company injured by a violation of the antitrust laws may bring 
an action for three times the amount of the damages, plus attorney’s fees. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns at this meeting, please bring them to the attention 
of FMI staff. 
 

 
 



 
 

FMI RETAIL FOOD SAFETY FORUM  
IDEA EXCHANGE SESSION 

ROSEWOOD BALLROOM, NOVEMBER 5, 4:00 PM – 5:30 PM 
 

Table # 7 – GMOs 
 
SUGGESTED DISCUSSION FORMAT: 
 
To ensure a quality discussion takes place, here are some recommended actions for your table:   
 
• Ensure that your table includes a range of participants.  If your table includes more than one 

representative from a company or an uneven distribution of suppliers versus retailers, please 
try to “trade” individuals if there is more than one table discussing the same topic.  

• Briefly introduce yourselves to each other. 

• Please observe the “non-commercialization” policy and do not engage in any kind of product 
or services sales pitch. 

• Identify an individual to serve as the discussion facilitator. (If there is a pre-assigned 
facilitator for this table/topic, they will identify themselves.)  The facilitator’s role is to get 
the discussion going, keep it focused, and ensure that everyone at the table has an 
opportunity to comment.   

• Identify an individual who will be the official “scribe” and ask him/her to take notes during 
the conversation. Please submit the notes to one of the FMI staff.  

• The key to the Idea Exchange is that a number of issues are discussed and everyone has the 
opportunity to contribute.  

• Please wrap-up by 5:30 pm. and proceed to the Continental Ballroom on the Mezzanine level 
for the reception.   

Discussion Questions: 
 
1. What are your thoughts about the California Ballot Initiative (Prop 37) on labeling GMOs in 

foods?  (we should have copies there for discussion purposes) 
2. How will the outcome of the ballot initiative impact retailers? 
3. How will the outcome of the ballot initiative impact consumers? 
4. How will the outcome of the ballot initiative impact suppliers/manufacturers? 
5. With unlimited resources, what would you propose as a solution to the GMO issue in the US? 
6. What do you (retailers) need from FMI and NGA on GMOs?   

 
PLEASE ADHERE TO ANTITRUST GUIDELINES DURING YOUR DISCUSSION!!  

(see reverse for FMI Antitrust Statement) 



FMI ANTITRUST STATEMENT 

 
FMI believes strongly in competition.  Our antitrust laws are the rules under which our 
competitive system operates.  It is FMI’s policy to comply in all respects with the antitrust 
laws. 
 
Association meetings or workshops by their very nature bring competitors together. It is 
expected that all member representatives involved in FMI activities, as well as FMI 
consultants and other participants, will be sensitive to the legal issues and act in 
compliance with applicable antitrust and competition laws both at FMI meetings and 
FMI-sponsored events.   
 
Accordingly, it is necessary to avoid discussions of sensitive topics that can create 
antitrust concerns.  Agreements to fix prices, allocate markets, engage in product 
boycotts and to refuse to deal with third parties are illegal under the antitrust laws.  At 
any association meeting discussions of prices (including elements of prices such as 
allowances and credit terms), quality ratings of suppliers, and discussions that may cause 
a competitor to cease purchasing from a particular supplier, or selling to a particular 
customer, should be avoided.  Also, there should be no discussion that might be 
interpreted as a dividing up of territories. 
 
An antitrust violation does not require proof of a formal agreement.  A discussion of a 
sensitive topic, such as price, followed by action by those involved or present at the 
discussion is enough to show a price fixing conspiracy.  As a result, those attending an 
association-sponsored meeting should remember the importance of avoiding not only 
unlawful activities, but even the appearance of unlawful activity. 
 
As a practical matter violations of these rules can have serious consequences for a 
company and its employees.  Antitrust investigations and litigation are lengthy, complex 
and disruptive.  The Sherman Act is a criminal statute, and may even result in penalties 
punishable by steep fines and imprisonment.  The Justice Department, state attorneys 
general and any person or company injured by a violation of the antitrust laws may bring 
an action for three times the amount of the damages, plus attorney’s fees. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns at this meeting, please bring them to the attention 
of FMI staff. 
 



FMI RETAIL FOOD SAFETY FORUM  
IDEA EXCHANGE SESSION 

ROSEWOOD BALLROOM, NOVEMBER 5, 4:00 PM – 5:30 PM 
 

Table # 8 – AUDITING AND THIRD PARTY CERTIFICATION 
 
SUGGESTED DISCUSSION FORMAT: 
 
To ensure a quality discussion takes place, here are some recommended actions for your table:   
 
• Ensure that your table includes a range of participants.  If your table includes more than one 

representative from a company or an uneven distribution of suppliers versus retailers, please 
try to “trade” individuals if there is more than one table discussing the same topic.  

• Briefly introduce yourselves to each other. 

• Please observe the “non-commercialization” policy and do not engage in any kind of product 
or services sales pitch. 

• Identify an individual to serve as the discussion facilitator. (If there is a pre-assigned 
facilitator for this table/topic, they will identify themselves.)  The facilitator’s role is to get 
the discussion going, keep it focused, and ensure that everyone at the table has an 
opportunity to comment.   

• Identify an individual who will be the official “scribe” and ask him/her to take notes during 
the conversation. Please submit the notes to one of the FMI staff.  

• The key to the Idea Exchange is that a number of issues are discussed and everyone has the 
opportunity to contribute.  

• Please wrap-up by 5:30 pm. and proceed to the Continental Ballroom on the Mezzanine level 
for the reception.   

Discussion Questions: 
 

1. What is important for retailers to consider about auditing and third party certification 
programs? 

2. What factors do you consider when selecting training and certification programs?   
3. What are the challenges?   
4. What do we do well?   
5. What can we improve?   
6. With unlimited resources, what would you include in an auditing and third party 

certification program and why (from a retail point of view)?   
 

PLEASE ADHERE TO ANTITRUST GUIDELINES DURING YOUR DISCUSSION!!  
(see reverse for FMI Antitrust Statement) 



FMI ANTITRUST STATEMENT 

 
FMI believes strongly in competition.  Our antitrust laws are the rules under which our 
competitive system operates.  It is FMI’s policy to comply in all respects with the antitrust 
laws. 
 
Association meetings or workshops by their very nature bring competitors together. It is 
expected that all member representatives involved in FMI activities, as well as FMI 
consultants and other participants, will be sensitive to the legal issues and act in 
compliance with applicable antitrust and competition laws both at FMI meetings and 
FMI-sponsored events.   
 
Accordingly, it is necessary to avoid discussions of sensitive topics that can create 
antitrust concerns.  Agreements to fix prices, allocate markets, engage in product 
boycotts and to refuse to deal with third parties are illegal under the antitrust laws.  At 
any association meeting discussions of prices (including elements of prices such as 
allowances and credit terms), quality ratings of suppliers, and discussions that may cause 
a competitor to cease purchasing from a particular supplier, or selling to a particular 
customer, should be avoided.  Also, there should be no discussion that might be 
interpreted as a dividing up of territories. 
 
An antitrust violation does not require proof of a formal agreement.  A discussion of a 
sensitive topic, such as price, followed by action by those involved or present at the 
discussion is enough to show a price fixing conspiracy.  As a result, those attending an 
association-sponsored meeting should remember the importance of avoiding not only 
unlawful activities, but even the appearance of unlawful activity. 
 
As a practical matter violations of these rules can have serious consequences for a 
company and its employees.  Antitrust investigations and litigation are lengthy, complex 
and disruptive.  The Sherman Act is a criminal statute, and may even result in penalties 
punishable by steep fines and imprisonment.  The Justice Department, state attorneys 
general and any person or company injured by a violation of the antitrust laws may bring 
an action for three times the amount of the damages, plus attorney’s fees. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns at this meeting, please bring them to the attention 
of FMI staff. 
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