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MOST IMPORTANT SOCIAL ISSUES TO RESTAURANT PATRONS *  

Health Insurance Coverage 

Living Wages 

Animal Welfare 

Environmentalism 

Working Conditions – (domestic)  

Community Development 

Immigration Reform 

Fair Trade 

Local Sourcing 

Diversity 

Organics 

77% 

70% 

58% 

52% 

45% 

34% 

32% 

28% 

24% 

24% 

19% 
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“Confining an animal for 
most of its life in a box in 

which it is not able to 
turn around does not 
provide a decent life.” 



Temple Grandin appears in Smithfield Foods videos 
By PHILIP WALZER 
APRIL 10, 2011 

It was a grand introduction. 
 
She was heralded as "an internationally acclaimed animal scientist, 
animal-handling expert, best-selling author and groundbreaking animal 
advocate, despite the challenges of autism.“ 
 
Duly noted were her inclusion last year in Time magazine's list of the 
world's 100 most influential people and a 2010 HBO biopic of her, which 
won multiple Emmys. Her research and speeches, the introduction said, 
"have inspired people all around the world.” 
 
The wave of accolades for Temple Grandin came not at an awards 
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“The gestation 
stalls have got 

to go.” 





“The Commission recommends 
the phase-out …of all intensive 

confinement systems that 
restrict natural movement and 
normal behaviors, including … 

gestation crates.”  
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In January 2007 (fiscal 2007), the Company 
announced that it is in the beginning stages of 
phasing out individual gestation stalls at its sows 
farms and replacing the gestation stalls with 
group pens over the next ten years. The Company 
believes this decision represents a significant 
financial commitment and was made as a result 
of the desire to be more animal friendly, as well 
as to address certain concerns and needs of our 
customers. The Company does not expect that 
the switch to penning systems at sow farms will 
have a material adverse effect on its operations. 
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Oregon:  
Currently illegal 

Colorado:  
Illegal by 2018 

Michigan:  
Illegal by 2019 

Maine: 
Currently illegal 

Arizona: 
Illegal by 2013 

California: 
Illegal by 2015 

Florida: 
Currently illegal 

Ohio:  
Illegal by 2025 

Rhode Island: 
Illegal by 2013 







“Industrial confinement 
is cruel and senseless 

and will turn out to be, 
we hope, a relatively 

short-lived anomaly in 
modern farming.” 
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 Move over local. 
  



 Move over local. 
  

Move over organic. 
  



 Move over local. 
  

Move over organic. 
  

Humane is stepping in. 



Animal welfare should 
be top of mind for  

food retailers. 





“We want all of the hogs 
throughout our pork 

supply chain to be housed 
in groups…and expect that 

this transition should be 
accomplished no later 

than 2022.” 





 “It is Safeway’s goal 
to have a gestation 

stall-free supply 
chain.” 



 “The company is 
formulating plans to 

determine how it 
can reach that goal.” 



“Kroger believes that a gestation crate-free 
environment is more humane and that the 

pork industry should work toward gestation 
crate-free housing for pregnant sows…The 

Company is encouraging its suppliers to 
accelerate this already-occurring transition in 

the Kroger supply-chain.” 
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“McDonald’s 

in 
gestation stalls in our 

supply chain.” 





“There are 
that we 

think are better for 
the welfare of sows.” 



“There are 
alternatives that we 
think are 

.” 



McDonald’s Set to Phase-Out Suppliers’ Use of Sow Crates 

By STEPHANIE STROM 
February 13, 2012 

The McDonald’s Corporation said on Monday that it would begin working 
with its pork suppliers to phase out the use of so-called gestational crates, 
the tiny stalls in which sows are housed while pregnant.  
 
Animal rights advocates have signaled out the crates, known as sow stalls, 
inhumane, and several states have moved to ban or restrict their use not 
only in pork production, but also in the production of eggs and veal.  
 
“McDonald’s believes gestation stalls are not a sustainable production 
system for the future,” Dan Gorsky, senior vice president for supply chain 
management for McDonal’s North America said in a statement. “There are 
alternatives we think are better for the welfare of sows.  





McDonald’s Asks Farmers for a Kinder McRib 

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL 

McDonald’s Corp is pushing its pork suppliers to stop confining sows in small 
pens known as gestation stalls, moving to address concerns raised by animal-
welfare advocates—and catch up with some competitors.  
 
The burger giant on Monday said the pens are “not a sustainable production 
system” and there are alternatives that “are better for the welfare of sows.” The 
move was announced in conjunction with the Humane Society of the U.S., 
which praised the decision.  
 
Gestation stalls confine adult female hogs whose offspring are raised and 
slaughtered for bacon and sausage. The pens are typically about two feet wide, 
preventing sows from turning around, leaving only enough room to stand up 
and sit down.  





“Now, you can trot out 
arguments … but on the issue 

of gestation-sow stalls, at least, 
it’s increasingly apparent that 

you will lose the battle.” 



“Gestation 
stalls no longer 

defendable.” 



“Gestation stalls don’t 
seem to pass the modern 
smell test of acceptable 
treatment of animals.” 



“Game over. For any 
pork producer still on 

the fence…the move is 
inevitable.” 

meatingplace 






