F D A H S F 0 o D T R A C E A B I L I T Y R U L E The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued a highly complex Food Traceability Rule 11 years after

passage of the Food Safety Modernization Act. This law was originally designed by Congress to quickly identify

D 0 C UM E NT I N G A T o M AT o and mitigate risk associated with a small number of “high risk” foods more prone to contamination, such as
sprouts. However, when the rule was published, the scope expanded dramatically to include a lengthy list of

foods impacting well above 10,000 products. The sheer complexity of FDA’s mandates puts an unnecessary

F R o M F A R M I O G R o C E R paperwork burden on an already stressed food supply chain without any focus on prevention — which should be
the core of FDA’s mission.

Look at all the steps involved in tracking the journey of a tomato from farm to grocery store:
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provide detailed maps of KDEs tracked at each stage. processed for use in and tomato products to the grocery store for sale. Grocers are ready-to-eat foods, which makes the store locations, restaurants or
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product on the list at both A
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Each new product must be linked to a
new traceability lot code and requires the
> tracking of new KDEs for transformation
as well as the original KDEs from the
> ingredients covered under the rule.

Business models are rapidly changing, and any regulatory framework should
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Number of records EDA estimates the food industry will need to keep cach year proque flexibility to adapt with business practices. FDA’s Food Traceability Rule
inhibits progress by:
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in the supply chain. records in a sortable electronic for fresh foods that will have long = Creating administrative costs that will significantly increase already elevated food prices for shoppers
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